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“Large streams from little fountains flow, 


Tall oaks from little acorns grow” 


— Everett 


The Pedlar People Limited ... Oshawa, Ontario 
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PROUD TRADITIONS can be part of an organization just 
as they belong to the fibre of the people. So there are 
many of us at Pedlars who can look back over more 
than ninety years of this Company’s growth and 
development with feelings of pride that it is numbered 
among those which have contributed much to Canadian 
community life. For traditions that grow out of the past 
enrich the soil of human endeavour, establish guiding 
principles for the accomplishments of today and to- 
morrow. In this booklet the story of the Pedlar People 
is told. That you may find it of interest is our sincere 
wish, just as sincerity of purpose, reflected in our 
skills, is our sole aim. 


J. G. GEIKIE 
President 
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lei, yee. Henry Pedlar and his 

a family arrived at ‘‘Skea’s 
(3, Corners” that June day in 
- 1841, a flood of memories anda 
= twinge of indecision must have 
rowded in as they contemplated the 
comforts of the England they had left 
to face an uncertain future in Upper 
Canada. 

Napoleon hac died just twenty years 
before on the rocky fastness of St. 
Helena but the scars of his many wars 
still remained impressed on the con- 
tinent of Europe. With armies dis- 
banded and many British Officers 
retired on half pay, a period of linger- 
ing depression had followed Waterloo. 
Farm labourers, artisans and small 







tradesmen, gentry, soldiers and civil- 
ians, felt the meaning of hard times 
and sought relief by emigrating to 
distant lands. 

North America beckoned to many 
during the twenties and into the early 
forties. There was a flood of newcomers 
into Upper Canada; and with them 
came Pedlar. Union with Lower Canada 
had not yet been effected. A quarter- 
century was to pass before Contfelm 
eration. 

Like many accustomed to the refine- 
ments of the Old World, his family 
viewed life in what was recently a 
backwoods, as painful, difficult and 
discouraging. Many settlers were f0 
abandon the i alle Pedlar was to be 





numbered among those who resolutely 
faced up to the task of building a new 
life and who left their mark on a 
prosperous community. 

‘"Skea’s Corners” ... the Oshawa of 
tomorrow . . . depended on schooners 
that sailed the lakes, and on a single 
coach road connecting muddy York 
with Kingston, for its contact with the 
outside world. Here, 
the family first took up 
living quarters on what 
is now Bond Street, 
Fast, where the U.A.W. 
Hall now stands. 

In 1842, the year following Pedlar’s 
arrival, a local post office was estab- 
lished and called ‘‘Oshawa’’, an Indian 
name, meaning: ‘“‘crossing ofa stream.” 

It was not long before Henry 
Pedlar decided that articles of hard- 
ware would find a ready market in the 
settlement and surrounding district. 
People needed tools and stewing pots 
and whale-oil for lamps. So he opened 
a small store where the Royal Bankof 


- Canada now stands at Bond and Simcoe 


streets. A great sheet 
metal industry was to 
have ifs inception in 
such small beginnings, 
in 1861, when kitchen - 
utensils were first man= 
ufactured in the back i 
portion of the store. 

It was during this period of pioneer 
effort that George Henry Pedlar was 
born, in 1843, with little promise that 
he was to become one of the industrial 
leaders of his day. 

Within a few years, stoves and other 
household articles had become stock 
in trade with pots and pans, coal-oil 
(which had replaced whale-oil) and 
other items which were distributed by 
means of large vans throughout the 
countryside. One of these vans was 
hauled by a team of mules called 
“Moody and Sankey” after two well- 
known evangelists of the time. Business 
was done frequently on a barter basis, 
old iron or farm produce being taken in 
exchange for Pedlar merchandise. 














































At an early age, George Henry 
Pedlar had taken his place at his 
father’s side and his enthusiasm gave 
impetus to an already 
expanding business; 
with the passing of his 
father, he was to assume 
complete control. 

In 1892, an old 
stable at the north-east 
corner of what is now 
Memorial Park was con- | 
verted into a small stamping plant, 
approximately 30 x 100 ft., for the 
manufacture of metal roofing, metal 
siding and metal ceilings; a John Able 
engine with Goldie McCulloch boilet 
supplied the power to operate a crank- 
press and two drop hammers. This 
engine burned both coal and wood. 
Later, progress dictated that the wheels 
be removed to permit the mounting of 
the engine on a concrete foundation. 

By the turn of the century, the 
Company had become established as 
the Pedlar Metal Roofing Company 
and operations had become so exten- 
sive that yearly additions to the old 
building had to be made. “‘Long 
distance and local ’phones in our of-— 
fices”” was a notation soon to appear on 
all trade literature. The acorn planted 
by the father, and sprouting twig 
“inclined” by the son, had become a 
sapling whose roots were plumbing 
deeper and whose branches reached 
higher and wider . . . demanding a — 
greater share of soil and sun, light 
and air. 








O™ can picture this full-line catalogue 
produced by Pedlar in 1894, sixty 
years ago, being fingered with pride by 
members of the Company. It representec| 
an ambitious effort for the times in the 
form of sales literature,and created much 
interest in the roofing trade. These 
words concluded the introductory mes- 





The Pedlar Metal Roofing 
Company as it appeared 
at the turn of the century. 


sage: ‘“By strict attention to the wants 
of our customers, and by maintaining 
the ligh standard of guality of our 
goods, we hope to secure a share of your 
valued trade.”? Quaintly but sincerely 
phrased, such principles have contin- 
ued to set the standards by which the 
products of the Company are judged. 





For its founding in 1861, every stage 
in the Company’s growth had been 
marked by the guiding genius of 
George H. Pedlar, in whose veins 
flowed the red blood of pioneers. There 
was a distinctive Pedlar stamp about 
this man, a remarkable personality who, 
without capital or inheritance, but 
under the guidance of a master mind, 
had forged, within his lifetime, an 
industry of nation-wide importance, 
with an expanding export trade in 
many parts of the world. 

He is remembered by some “old 
timers” as “‘a steam engine in trousers.” 
Charged with driving energy, he was 
equal to the heavy demands placethon 


As an ardent lover of the great out- 
doors, Pedlar’s happiest days were 
speutathis fishing lodge 
on the ridges north of 
Oshawa, known as 
“Spion Kop’—a name _ 
reminiscent of Boer . Save 
War days andasa scene Siam 
ofa battle in the Trans- 
vaal. Here, he was 
surrounded, iivartably, by a circle of 
friends who found in him the perfect 
host; and whose generous spirit, 


‘gugged honesty and rollicking good 
“Runour served as an inspiration to all 
W 


Ho gained his confidence. 
In the secluded woodland of Spion 


himself; from others, he expected #a op with its rushing waters stocked 


’ 
His attitude held no outward sh@wl6f 
paternalism; yet he was mittfub 
employee welfare and his helping ‘har 
was ever extended in time 6Pfiéed. 


‘full day’s work for a full me 
al 
i 





and promptly discharged iim ay 
showed him to the outer gate. Later in 
the day he was surprised to see the 
same man at work in the plant. 


‘How the devil did you get in?” - 


bellowed Pedlar. 
**Mr. Mason hired me.” 
**Did Mason know I’d fired you?” 
‘““No—I just asked him for a job.” 
That was the end of it. George 
Pediar walked away and, with a sly 
wink, passed the remark, 
‘‘T have to eat soup 
whether I want it or not.” 
This hearkened back to 
an amusing incident 
when a hotel waitress had 
insisted on serving him a 
soup course after he had 
requested her not to do 
so; he never quite forgot. Some con- 
sidered him a “tough boss”; but every - 
one respected his sense of fair play. 


* Frank L. Mason, former director, now deceased. 
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= —aeT ie . 
» withetrout from his own hatchery, the 


man felt close to nature as he studied 
theswild life about him. His keen 
est’ in yornithplogy led him to 
1 dates on® which the various 
3 were clue to arrive and he showed 
ermpif.the* wrens cid not return 
April 16th of each year. 
is Many acts of charity and active 
rest in civic affairs are legend; and 
tothe Salvation Army and Y:M.C.A. 
gav@his staunch support. To his ador- 
ing family, he was a devoted husband 
aiid father$#aud the loss of his son, 










George H. Pedlar, Jr., in 1909, came 


asa crushing blawefrom which he never 
fully recovered. Yet, outwardly, he 
showed all ‘uamic energy and the 
will for greatereaccomplishment that 
feeds thesyery roots of a enterprise. 

One of fis last acts of benevolence 
was a cash gilt; macle jointly with his 
wife, towards the érection of a surgical 
wing at the Oshawa Geiieral Hospital, 
as a memorial to his late son.) 

Forty years have passed since George 
H. Pedlar left this scene . forty 
years that have been marked by the 
most turbulent period ui world history. 
But his driving spiritfinds an echo of 
thunder in the roarmg forges that set 
the tempo for accomplishment beyond 
any limits he may have conceived. 
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These facing pages (reduced) from the 1894 
Pediar Catalogue, reflect the personality of 
the Company's founder who saw no reason in 
leaving anything concerning his wares to a 
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customer's imagination: in keeping with his 
selling policy that had as a maxim, ‘Take your 
goods to the customer, don’t expect him to 
come to you.” 


F 1804. 
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“We are known as ‘the Pedlar People’. . . 
so the Pedlar People we shall be” 


HE early years of the present 
dhs, saw wide areas being 
taken over to provide land and facil- 
Bie: to meet demands for Pedlar 
Metal Roofing products. Galvanized 
steel shingles, zinc work, corrugated 
iron siding and roofing, ‘“Corro- 
crimp” roofing, silo covers, culverts 
and metal ceilings were numbered 
among the many articles now being 
manufactured. 

During this period, several mem- 
bers of George H. Pedlar’s immediate 
family were included among those 
on the office staff. Customers and 
visiting salesmen were quick to note 
the number of ‘‘Pedlars”’ associated 
with the business. So the term, 
‘Pedlar People,” became used with 

h frequency in reference to the 
1 that the founder did not over- 
look its possibilities. 





‘We are known as ‘the Pedlar 
ak ”” he remarked decisively, 

“*so ‘the Pedlar People’ we shall be.” 
Open and frank as he was 1m all his 
affairs, he may also have reasoned 
that, afterall, any organizationiscom- 
posed of people; and people would 
rather deal with people than with 
some ‘“‘company” or “corporation.” 

Thus was a change of name effec- 
ted when the company was incor- 
porated, in 1911, as “The Pedlar 
People Limited.” 

The Company’s growth continued 
with the opening, in 1912, of a new 
culvert plant of reinforced concrete, 
just north of the huge sheet metal 
plant which now covered an entire 
city block bounded by Simcoe, John, 
Centre and Metcalfe Streets. 

Pedlar advertising of the period 
also bespoke the confidence of an 


industry that had ‘become of age:” 

“You want a 100-year roof on 
your barn, at about the cost of cedar 
shingles, don’t you? Well that means 
our shingles’’.. .“*For more than half 
a century, Pedlar’s Perfect Products 
have represented the highest quality 
in their field’. . .*Pedlar People at 
Oshawa are sakremledeed to be the 
Largest Sheet Metal Factors in the 
British Empire”. . . were numbered 
among the proud advertising claims. 

The passing of the Company’s 
founder in the year 1913, was coin- 
cident with the end of an era known 
as “Pax Britannica,” the long period 
of relative world peace that had been 
maintained through Britain’s mastery 
of the seas, since the termination of 
the Napoleonic wars. 

In June of the year following, the 





GEORGE HENRY PEDLAR 
(1843-1913) 


murder ofan Austrian Archduke set 
light to a powder trail which, within 
a brief span, exploded the European 
powder keg. Because of its magnifi- 
cent contribution during World 
War I, this nation, too, was to come 


of age. 


At the end of the conflict, Pedlar 
People could look back at a job well 
done as the industry geared itself 
anew, and lined its sights on peace- 
time objectives. 

During thus crucial period, in 1916, 
the founder’s son-in-law, Walter R. 
Geikie, had succeeded him to the — 
Presidency and his term of office 
was marked by the rapid strides that 
were made during the following two 
world wars, until ill-health forced — 
his retirement im 1950. 
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ye progressive spirit that is never satisfied! 
—ever seeking “a better way” to produce 
“everything in sheet metal’’—has its reflection in 
the many trademarks adopted by Pedlar through 
the years, each succeeding another for an indefi- 
nite period of service. 

Many a veteran acdverlising man would raise his 
eyebrows at such a practice. But by all the 
principles of aerodynamics, it has been proven 
time and again that the bumblebee cannot fy 
The bumblebee, not knowing this, goes ahead 
and flies just the same. So it ght be said that 
toying with a trademark is just a good old Pedlar 
custom. And unaware of its special significance, 
the trademarked articles seem to outdo themselves 
with each passing year. 

Various slogans were used in Pedlar acdvertis- 
ing, beginning in the early “nineties.” In 1894 
appeared: “The Largest Sheet Metal Factors in 
the British Empire,” follow ed by “The Best Metal 
Roofing in the World.” Then came: Bigger, 
Better and More Progressive than all Others;” 
“A Few Facts Without Varnish are More Con- 
vincing than a Page Full of Enthusiastic Misrepre- 
sentations;” “Truth Sells More: Goods than 
Trickery.” The following slogan, adopted in 
1912, is still used: ‘Keepmg Everlastingly At It 
Brings Success.” 
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VEN before the turn of the century, Pedlar 
E had branched out into new fields allied to 
basic manufacture. A classic touch had been 
added when the Company undertook the 


ings; also heroic figures to meet cultural 
standards and to satisfy civic pride. The 
memorial erected by the citizens of Joliette, 
Quebec, in honour of its founder, is one of the 
many such Pedlar projects. 

Fleur-de-lis . . . lions rampant, growling or — 
holding a titular shield . . . boars’ heads... 
griffins, gargoyles and hoot-owls . . . likenesses 
of departed pets, in life size . . . such were 
representative of a Pedlar line that disappeared 
after several years when it was determined that 
cost did not justify the craftsmanship and that 
the Company’s efforts were being diverted from 
more practical ends. 

The years immediately following the first 
world war found thousands of investors eager 
to enter manufacturing fields; and those al- 
ready established, in an aggressive mood. 

“Widen dlls opportunities by adding new 
products—make anything and everything as 
long as it has a market,” was a dominant 
thought in Industry. Organizations with a 


ILLUSTRATED: 

(A) Monument at Joliette, Que. 

(B) Leonine figure of Sheet Copper. 
(C) “Pedlar” Shingle. 
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Many new industries, with no such plan, 
flashed over the horizon, steadied awhile, then 
faded from the picture. 

But the Pedlar pioneer spirit prevailed and 
it was during the 20’s, that a new traclition 
took hold: that Pedlar should bring out an 
outstanding new product every year, to keep 
pace with progress and to prime the creative 
spirit that 1s inseparable to progress. 

The best known lines in metal shingles 
during this period were products manufactured 
by the Company uncler the names of “‘Pedlar’’, 
**Oshawa’”’ and ‘“‘George”’. (See page 38). 

Metal ceilings and wall panels took on refine- 
ments; and classic embossings distinguished 
the Pedlar line. Steel sidings were produced in 
imitation cut-stone. Barn accessories included 
decorative metal finials surmounted by farm 
animals. During an age when a massive auto- 
motive industry was in the making, Pedlar 
pioneered the manufacture of metal-built 
garages in Canada. The Pedlar ‘De Luxe” 
garage roofed with Cluster Spanish Tile drew 
admiring glances in any neighbourhood. 

Meanwhile, large acreage had been pur- 
chased on Simcoe Street South on which the 
present factory and executive offices were 
erected in 1920, the old property being ac- 
quired by the city for a Memorial Park. The 


ILLUSTRATED: 
(D) “Oshawa” Shingle. 
(E) “George” Shingle. 
(F) Embossed Wall Panel. 
(G) “Rock Faced” Stone (Pressed Steel) Siding. 








new Pedlar plant was now advertised as the 
largest of its kind in industry for the exclusive 
manufacture of “‘Metal-Built” products. 

A new stamping department was formed and 
equipped with the most modern presses for the 
production of automotive stampings such as 
car bodies, fenders, mufflers, gas tanks and 
radiator shells. Other new products manu- 
factured by the Company were to include: 
steel bins and shelving; refrigerator stampings; 
display stands; lockers; paper-backed metal 
lath; new designs in farm roofing; barn and 
stable equipment; and many other items. 

With a depression weathered, followed by 
increasing demand for all types of construction 
materials, the selling staff was greatly enlarged 
and company operations found wider expan- 
sion until 1939, when the nations were again 
plunged into war. 

During the war years, an entirely new wing 
was constructed for the production of 40 m.m. 
anti-aircraft, 75 m.m., and 4.5 cartridge cases, 
on a ‘round the clock schedule’. The Company 
also manufactured radar cabinets, army huts, 
munition shelters, mobile service parts; and a 
wide range of other war materials as its contri- 
bution to the supreme war effort. 

The war’s end found Pedlar with an array of 
last minute tools, research and engineering 
facilities and a veteran personnel, experienced 
in all phases of manufacture. These mass 
production facilities, covering the multitude of 
operations necessary to convert fine steels and 
alloys into finished products were now avail- 
able for use, to peacetime advantage. 


LLUSTRATED: 
(H) Decorative Metal Finials. 
(I) Ali-Metal Garage. 
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Two Pedlar ads. 
“Farmer's Advo- 
cate” May, 1899 
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Walter R. Geikie, Chairman Offe Board,.was borfxand educated in the City 
of Toronto and chose banking as a careerSon of the Dr. and Mrs. W. W. 
Geikie and grandson of the late Dean Geikie of Frinity Metkcal College, he was 
married (1906) to Grace B. Pedlar who predeceased him'in 1949. After a period 
of fifteen years service with the Dominion Bank, he left his post as branch 
manager, in 1912, to manage the Toronto Branch of The Pedlar People Limited. 
Following the death of George H. Pedlar, he was appointed General, Manager 
and became President of the Company in 1916. In this capacity he seryed until 
his retirement in 1950, and the years between witnessed major expansion in all 
fields of the Company’s activity under his guiding hand. 


Member: C.M.A.; National Club, Toronto; Oshawa Rotary Club (an Original 
Honorary Member). 








J. G. GEIKIE 


John G. Geikie, President, is the son of W. R. Geikie anct the late Grace B. 
Pedlar Geikie; and grandson of the late Geo. H. Pedlar, Sr. He was educated at 
Upper Canada College, Toronto, and joined the sales staff of The Pedlar 
People Limited in 1931. He became a Director in 1934 and acted as Purchasing 
Agent for the Company from 1941 to 1951. He was made Vice-President in 1946 
and had also occupied the post of Managing Director, from 1938 to 1951, before 
becoming President of the Company in the latter year. 


Director: Model Fence and Incubators Ltd., Toronto. Director: Ontario Ladies 
College, Whitby. Prestdent: Oshawa Chamber of Commerce (1951-1952). Chair- 
man: Oshawa Board Park Management (1948-1951); Vice-Chairman (1952). 
Captain: C.AS.F. Ontario Regiment (Tank), 1939-1941. President: Oshawa 
Rotary Club (1948-1949), President: Oshawa Curling Club (1950-1951). Charter 


President: Ontario Regiment Officers Club. Director: Toronto Better Business 
Bureau (1946-1947). 


Member: National Club, Toronto; R.C.Y.C., Toronto; Toronto Cricket Club; 
Royal Canadian Military Institute, Toronto; Ontario Regiment Association; 
Oshawa Ski Club; Oshawa Golf Club; Muskoka Lakes Golf and Country Club, 
Muskoka Lakes Association. 
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PEDLAR PEOPLE 


LIMITED 


WALTER R. GEDKIE 
Chairman of the Board 


OUN G. GEIKIE | 
J a J. Ausrey Morpuy 





President 
J. AuBREY Morpny. .. . . . Vice-President and Factory Manager 
BEVERLEY J. Brown . General Sales Manager and Advertising Manager 
Douctas M. Coomss ........ . .-. . . Purchasing Agent 
GeEorGE R. PepLar Director of Company operations for Western Canada 
JAMESBOREIDSs ....2.2.2.~. 2... =... Secretary-Treasurer 
H. Murray SPARKES ... . .. . . . . Office Manager 


Mrs. Helen Northwood Chisholm, a grand-daughter of the late 
G. H. Pedlar, Sr., is also a member of the Directorate. 
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J. A. MORPHY 


J. Aubrey Morphy, Vice-President and Factory Manager, is an engineering 
graduate (University of Toronto), Class of 1911. Before his opportunities 
widened, war clouds loomed in Europe. Among the first of Canadian volunteers, 
he served overseas, from 1914 to 1918 with the Royal Canadian Engineers; 
serving in France, Belgium, Germany, and being awarded the D.S.O. Dis- 
charged with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, he joined The Pedlar People 
Limited in 1919 to take charge of production of motor car stampings. He was 
appointed a Director in 1938 and Vice-President of the Company in 1951, 


Director: Model Fence and Incubators Limited, Toronto. 
Member: Rotary Club; Chamber of Commerce; life member, Masonic Order. 


B. J. BROWN 


Beverley J. Brown, Director, General Sales Manager and Advertising Manager, 
first became associated with the Company in 1913 when he entered the Account- 
ing Department. He heeded the call for overseas service, serving in France, 
Belgium and Germany with the 48th Highlanders and 19th Battalion (1915- 
1919), in course of which he was wounded four times in action. Rejoining the 
Company, he was appointed Assistant Sales Manager in 1923, and General 
Sales Manager two years later. He was made a Director in 1951. 

President: Model Fence and Incubators Ltd., Toronto. 

Director: Sheet Metal Council, Incorporated, Toronto. 

Vice-Chairman: Finance, City of Oshawa (1943). Chairman: Finance (1944). 

Vice-Chairman: Finance (1946). Oshawa Board of Health (1943). 


Member: Chamber of Commerce, Oshawa; Albany Club, Toronto; Advertising 
and Sales Club of Toronto; Canadian Club, Oshawa; life member, Masonic Order. 


D. M. COOMBS 


Douglas M. Coombs, Director and Purchasing Agent, is a graduate of the 
Ontario Agricultural College, Guelph. Shortly after joining the Toronto Branch 
of the Company in 1939, he was transferred to the Invoicing Department, 
Oshawa. He became Assistant Purchasing Agent in 1942; andi 31 
Agent in 1951. He is a Director of the Kiwanis Club and Past Pigs 
Children’s Aid Society, Oshawa. 5 


Member: Executive Council, Community Chest; Chamber*of Comm 









George R. Pedlar, son the the late George Hf. Pedlar, i ap a 1 ated \at 
Lakefield Preparatory School and Ridley Gollege, “Si Pilte semt aratio. 
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Director of the Company since 1951 and in charge of operations for Western 
Canada, his association dates back to 1925. In 1931, he was appointed Manager 
of the Toronto Branch; and in 1934, assumed managership at Calgary, a branch 
he had opened for the Company four years previously. He is Chairman, Calgary 
Branch, Canadian Manufacturers Association. 


J. B. REID 


James B. Reid, Secretary-Treasurer, joined the Accounting Department of the 
Company in 1942. He 1s a Certified Public Accountant. He receivec! his present 
appointment in 1946; and was made a Director the same year. 


Member: Rotary Club; St. Andrews Society; Chamber of Commerce. 


H. M. SPARKES 


H. Murray Sparkes, Director and Office Manager, became associated with the 
Company in 1936 as a member of the Accounting Department. He was ap- 
pointed Office Manager in 1950 and a Director in 1952. He is a Director of the 
Kiwanis Club. 


IN TRIBUTE... 


WituaM E. Crarke (Director, 1951-1952) entered the employ of the Company 
in 1903 at Head Office, Oshawa, as a member of the Sales Department. He 
became General Sales Manager in 1915 and was appointed Manager of the 
Montreal Branch in 1925, succeeding the late W. E. G. Ramsay; a position he 
held until his death in 1952. 


WiiaM H. Hate (Director, 1911-1924) entered the Factory during the early 


part of the century as Mechanical Superintendent. He became a Director in 
1911], which office he held until his death in 1924. 


E. B. Nortuwoop (Director, 1912-1933) joined the Company in 1907 as Sales 
Representative, covering the counties of Essex and Kent. Hle was made Manayer 
of the Chatham Branch in 1909; received appointment as Toronto Manager in 
1913. He was married to Nellie Pedlar who predeceased hin. He clied in 19-49. 


WituraM E. G. Ramsay (Director, 1911-1925) joined the Pedlar Metal Rooling 
Company in 1894 as Toronto Salesman, later becoming Montreal Manager. He 
was macle Vice-President in 1911 and continued in dus capacity until his 


death in 1925. 
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REAT timber does not grow with ease... the stronger winds, the stouter 

trees.” Weathered are the storms of yesterday...inclined is the tree towards 
tomorrow with all the vigour of its more than ninety years ...1ts roots nurtured 
in accomplishment, its branches enfolding all sections of Canadian com- 
munity life. ‘Everything in Sheet Metal” is the proud boast of Canada’s 
Oldest Sheet Metal Industry, among the most extensive in the British Empire. 
Two railway spurs enter the Oshawa factory to feed materials for manufacture. 
Much wealth pours from its stamping presses every year. But the greatest 
asset of any organization is the men and women who serve . . . and Pedlar 
takes pride in its “people” to whom service has become a creed. 
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FACTORY. MANAGEMENT 


R. J. BROWN, Factory Engineer 
became a member of the Company as a 
Die Maker in 1912 and was in charge 
of the Tool Room before occupying his 
present position. 


RAY MOCK, with 25 VEGarS SELVICe, 
heads up department responsible for 
all types of experimental work to create 
new designs and products; and to 
develop improvements wherever pos- 
sible in the extensive Pedlar line of 
construction materials. 





Natty 


J. A. Morphy, Vice-President and Factory Manager 





C. A. PYM, Factory Superintendent, 
joined the Company in 1919 and was 
Traffic Manager prior to his present 
appointment in 1945. He served over- 
seas with the 38th Battalion during 
World War I; and was twice wounded 
In action. 


J. G@. ROONEY; Traffic Manager, 


served twelve years as Rate Clerk for 
the Oshawa Railway before joining 
the Company in 1948. Member; 
Canadian Industrial ‘Trathe League. 
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RAINBOW’ RIB ROOFING in both Steel and Alum- 


inum for barns, implement sheds, warehouses, industrial 


METAL LATH in various types, including Flat Lath, Rib buildings and sports arenas; also corrugated iron in 
Lath and Corner Lath, Accessories such as Channels, Corner various gauges. 

Bead in several designs, Picture Mould, Flush Bead, and 

Door Casing. 






VENTILATORS for barns and other large buildings. Also Sky- 
lights in various designs; Eavestrough, Conductor Pipe and 
INDUSTRIAL MESH. Expanded mesh for store-room par- NOC CIR ee eee: 
titions, machine guards, radiator guards, grilles, lockers, 
bins, baskets, walkways, stairways, etc. Also made in 
flattened mesh. Manufactured from steel, aluminum and 
alloy steels. 





BARN AND STABLE EQUIPMENT suchas: Cow Stalls and 


i Stanchions; Horse Stable Equipment; Automatic Water 
ih 
il 


1 
pees 


ie CORRUGATED METAL CULVERTS made in following bowls; Cow and Bull pens; Litter and Feed Carriers; Hog 
types: Standard Round, Arch-Abutment, Asbestod- Troughs, Barn Door Track; also Hay Carriers with all 
Bonded, Paved-Invert and new Pipe Arch; also Well | necessary fittings. 
Curbing. 


STEELCRETE MESH for concrete reinforcing of pave- 

ment, curbing, etc.; also made in various ned ae for STEEL LOCKERS for mines, factories, schools, hospitals, club 
partitions, skywalks, bank vault reinforcing, ladder | houses, ete. 

landings in mines; and for many other uses. | 
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HERE is always another side to a 
Meiice sheet—that intangible 
called the “Shuman side.” The very 
name ‘“‘Pedlar People” is suggestive of 
a group of people working in harmony 
in a common endeavour to achieve 
positive objectives; and at Peclars this 
is largely sustained by fact. 

Long service records can be con- 
eed as one important factor in 
determining employee loyalty; and in 
this respect, there are few other 
Canadian industries that compare. Of 
the total working force, forty-six have 
been with the Company for a quarter- 
century or more; fourteen have served 
over 35 years; and there are ten with 
more than 40 years of service. 


It can be expected that in any 
organization and despite the best of 
intentions, honest differences will arise. 
But these can be satisfied with less 
difficulty wherever men and manage- 
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ment recognize common interests and 
mutual goals. 


Pedlar People take pride that during 
the Company’s more than ninety years 
of operation, not a single productive 
day has lapsed because of differences 
for which there was no ready solution. 


As a member of the Pedlar family, 
the benefits and privileges are many; 
Just as there is a common respect for 
the responsibilities that go hand in 
hand with privileges. 

Special emphasis 1s placed on 
employee safety; also on clisability 
benehts in the form of various Insur- 
ance plans to provide compensation in 
event of illness or accident. Group Life 
Insurance 1s also made available with- 
out cost to employees. 


The modern First Aid Room 1s under 
the direction of Mrs. Mabel Yelland, 
Registered Nurse; and is fully equipped 


to take care of all minor injuries. 


At the Company cafeteria, in charge 
of Mrs. Rooney, a wide variety of 
tastily prepared foods is served at 
minimum cost to employees. It is open 
every working day for our convenience. 


The staff is given every opportunity 
to participate in the varied sporting 
activities, organized for its entertain- 
ment and general welfare. In the 
Oshawa Store League, the Pedlar Bowl- 
ing Team has won two 5 pin champion- 
ships, and the company-sponsored 
baseball team has won the Ontario 
championship, in its class, three years 
in succession. The best product of 
industry 1s the craftsman with enthu- 
siasm for his work. Likewise, the. en- 
thusiasm of Pedlar People is reflected 
in their play as they wield the bat— 
hard, fast and true. 
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Close-up showing fabrication of 
Industrial Mesh 
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Culvert Division, joined the Gompany 
in 1927 and served in the Cost, Custoths 
and Invoice Departments. He received 
his present appointment in 1947. 


R. S$. McMILLAN, Sales Manager, 
Barn & Stable Equipment Division, 
became associated with the Company 
in 1938; and was two years in the Cost 
Department and Sales Representative 
for three years; before his present ap- 
pointment. He is a graduate of Ontario 


Agricultural College, Guelph (1938). 
CARMAN PATTON, Manager, Order 


Department, joined the Company in 
1952 as a member of Payroll Depart- 
ment prior to receiving his present 
appointment. He succeeeded Michael 
Starr who was granted leave of absence 
to assume his duties as Member of 
Parliament for Ontario Riding in the 
Federal House. 

Mr. Starr has had 25 years’ service with 
the Company in various Departments. He 
has also held Public office in the City of 
Oshawa—5 years as Alderman and 4 years 
as Mayor before going to Ottawa. 


C. C. STENHOUSE, Manager, Special 


Sales Division, joined the Company in 
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SHAWA SALES DIVISION 


1936 as Sales Representative for 
Northern Ontario before heading up 
Special Sales, which comprise: shelvy- 
ing, bins, lockers and expanded metal 
meshes. Member, Royal Institute of 
Architecture. He received his present 
appointment in 1946. 


R. L. WEIR, Manager, Engineering 
Sales Division, is a graduate metal- 
lurgist, Queen’s University (1936). 
Holds Welding Supervision Certificate. 
Prior to his connection with the Com- 
pany in 1949, he had eight years’ ex- 
perience with Steel Company of Canada 
(Hamilton); and, during the war was 
with Naval Service, Ottawa. Engineer- 
ing sales comprise: special stampings, 
ventilators, skylights, display stands, 
granaries, flumes, and mine pipe. 


N. L. YOUNG, Architect, Barn & 
Stable Equipment Division, came to the 
organization in 1933 when his Company 
(Canada Barn Fittings & Manufactur- 
ing Company) was taken over by The 
Pedlar People Limited. Member, Royal 
Institute at Architecture. 

There are 15 salaried travellers in 
Ontario; also travellers from Branch Of- 
fices and other centres across Canada. 


ACCOUNTING DIVISION, OSHAWA 
Under direction of: J. B. Reid and H. M. Sparkes 


ROY BRAWN, Manager, Payroll Depart- 
ment, became a member of the Company 
in 1940. 


J. R. GEORGE, Manager, Cost Depart- 
ment, has beenassociated with the Company 
since 1921 


J. NAYLOR, Manager, Invoice Depart- 


ment, joined the Company in 1952. 


ERIC M. PYM, Credit Manager, joined 
the Company in 1939, and had service in 
the Shipping, Gost and Invoicing Depart- 
ments prior to his present appointment in 
1951. He also had four years’ service with 
the R.C.A.F. during the second war. 


BANKING—In the early days, the Company conducted its banking with the Western 
Bank, which was later taken over by the Standard Bank of Canada. This association 
continued until the Standard Bank closed its long history, following which the Company 
transferred its account to the Bank of Montreal, where it stands today. 





Served twelve years in municipal 
office, Oshawa: Councillor; Deputy 
Reeve; Reeve. Warden, Ontario 
County (1917). Mayor: City of 
Oshawa (1918). Served two years on 
Board of Education. First Chairman: 
Court of Revision, City of Oshawa 
(1925); Oshawa Public Utilities 
(1930). Past President: South 
Ontario Agricultural Society. 


As we go lo press, we are 
saddened to learn of the death 
of Mr. Frank L. Mason who 
passed on suddenly at the 
Oshawa General Hospital. 











The adler Dory... 


The Pedlar Story would be incomplete with- 
out reference to the outstanding service 
rendered by this fine personality for nearly 
half a century. 


FRANK L. MASON, Director and Pur- 
chasing Agent until his retirement in 
1941, made his connection with The 
Pedlar Metal Roofing Company in 1894; 
and began work in the factory with super- 
vision over outside contracts. As a sales- 
man, he covered Eastern Ontario before 
being made Manager of the Shipping 
Department. He was appointed Director 
in 1911; and Purchasing Agent in 1913, 
a post he held until his retirement in 1941. 


An eye that winces at false 


work... 
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MOST PROMINENT 


P-VANADA’S greatest industry — agri- 
Ce ate a — had its beginnings among 
the Tfuron and Lrequois Indians who 
lived im stockaded villages near Lake 
Huron, in the 16th century, and culti- 
vated the soil with crude unplements to 
supply their daily needs. 

igs a far ery from such primitive 
practice to farming methods and habits 
of living as we know them today. With 
the march of progress and within living 
memory, many old methods familiar to 
Canadian farms have passed from the 
rural scene. Farm operations have be- 
come mechanizedand thé once decrepit 
farmhouse has the smartness and all the 
conveniences of city homes. 

In serving the nation’s most promi- 
nent business man—the Farmer— 
Pedlar remembers that the progress 
and development of the organization 1s 
due largely to the Company’s happy 
relations with its customers in rural 
areas. George TH. Pedlar found a ready 
market for his hand-made shingles on 
the farm; and through the years, Pedlar 


1. Manufacturing Ya” LOWRIB Lath. 

2. Installation of Steel Shelving. 

3. Modern barn covered with Rainbow Rib 
Roofing and equipped with Barn and 
Stable Equipment. 
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BUSINESS MAN... 


Roofing became the leading material 
for barns and farm buildings. 

This close contact with agricultural 
communities, extending over three 
generations, established a confidence 
among farm customers, gave rise to a 
tradition that inspired the belief: “If 
it’s made by Pedlar, it mst be good.” 

So it was mevitable that Pedlar 
should engage in the manufacture of 
equipment which would reduce the 
drudgery of farm work and also help 
the farmer obtain greater revenue from 
his dairy herd and crops. Following 
the imstallation of the necessary equip- 
ment, many new “Metal-Built” prod- 
ucts came off the Pedlar production 
lines: steel stalls, stanchions, horse 
stable equipment, cow and bull pens, 
hay carriers, litter and feed carriers, 
barn door track, automatic water bowls, 
mangers, and all accessories; also hog 
troughs, water troughs. For thousands 
of progressive Canadian farmers, Pedlar 
Barn and Stable Equipment continues 
to make life easier and more profitable. 


4. Flat Galvanized Sheets in our lron stores. 
3. Steel stanchions. 

6. Automatic conductor pipe machine. 

7. Metal Lath packed for export to England. 
8. Steelcrete reinforcing for roads and bridges. 
9. Section of our main Culvert plant. 
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GIRDS FOR WAR 


[" September, 1939, Canada became 
engaged in a life and death struggle 
for which this country was little 


prepared; but swiftly moving events. 


soon gave the measure of the nation’s 
industrial capacity. 

Metal is the handmaiden of War so 
Pedlar became, almost immediately, 
a vital cog in a vast war machine. 
Pedlar people, in increasing hundreds, 
worked at top speed and skill, in three 
shifts, seven days a week, to produce 
vitally needed equipment . . . cartridge 
cases, radar cabinets, army huts, muni- 
tion shelters, mobile service parts and 
other war materials. 

Born in the crucible of war, came 
new techniques, skills and methods that 
were toassume their rightful importance 
after victory had been won; and when 
they became available to meet the flood 
of pent-up consumer demand. 


1. Die Cutting small stampings. 

2. Production line of cartridge cases. 

3. Machining cases and conveyer system. 

4, Inspection Department. 

5. Final cleaning operations on cartridge cases. 


MILESTONES IN THE 


| Deere in the century, Canadians were 
becoming more conscious that this 
nation was on the threshold of a new 
era of expansion. In the towns and 
cities the erection of new buildings 
stirred the civic price of the inhabitants 
and the arrival of carloads of Pedlar 
building materials was an occasion for 
brass bands and a parade to celebrate 
the event. Motor cars and trucks were 
still some years away, but the long line 
of wagons laden with Pedlar Products 
made a brave showing. 


1. Arrival carload Pedlar’s Shingles at 
Sunderland, Ont. 


2. Band leading procession at Belleville, Ont., 
on arrival of carload Pedlar’s Shingles. 


3. Pedlar Exhibit International Plowing Match 
Kingston, Ont. 


4. Shipment Oshawa Shingles being transported 
by Indians in Far North. 
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... AND THOSE WHO SERVE 


Opened in 1894 


MONTREAL 


24 Nazareth Street 





W.E. RAMSAY who is in charge of the Montreal 
Branch, jomed the Company in 1921, serving as Order 
Clerk and City Salesman before his appointment as 
Acting Branch Manager in 1952. 


He is Rotarian; also a member of the Heather Curling Club. 


Opened in 1905 


OTTAWA 


18 Rideau Street 


CECIL DENYES, Manager Ottawa Branch, joined the 
Company in 1926 and acted as Cornwall Traveller 
until 1930. After a period of five years in the hardware 
business, he rejoined the Company in 1935 and was 
appointed Branch Manager in 1951. 


Member: Kiwanis Club, Ottawa: = 
Curling Club. Ee awa; Board of Trade; Rideau 


Opened in 1902 


TORONTO 


152 Niagara Street 


ROGER T. WEBBER, Manager Toronto Branch 
entered the Company’s employ at Toronto in 1922 % 
City Salesman. He was Manager of the Ottawa Branch 
from 1938 to 1951, prior to his present appointment. 


Member: Lambton Golf and Country Cl 
lub; T 
Anglers and Hunters Association. coy 





ho Company 


Opened prior to 1910 


WINNIPEG 


599 Erin Street 
V.N. BAYLEY, Manager Winnipeg Branch, joined the 


Company in 1929, later representing the Company as 

Winnipeg City Traveller (1939-1942). Transferred to 

Oshawa, he acted as Assistant Traflic Manager until 1946, 

when he returned to Winnipeg to become Assistant 

Manager. He was appointed Branch Manager in 1947. 
Member: Rotary Club; Chamber of Commerce; Winnipeg 
Builders Exchange; Lumbermen’s Club; Elmhurst Golf 
Club; Granite Curling Club. 


Opened in 1951 


EDMONTON 


10168-100th Street 


JOHN C. BARFORD, Manager Edmonton Branch, be- 
came connected with the Company in June of 1952 and 
received his present appointment six months later. He 
previously had an association with the R.C.M.P. extend- 
ing over twenty-one years; and holds the Long Service 
and Good Conduct Medal. 

Member: Young Men’s Club (Edmonton) ; Voyageur Canoe 

Club; Cromdale Community League. 


Opened in 1930 


CALGARY 


1301 Tenth Avenue West 


E. L. McCANDLESS, Manager Calgary Branch, 
entered the Shipping Department of the Winnipeg 
Branch in 1927. He was transferred to Calgary in 1930; 
and served with the Canadian Armed Forces, 1942 to 
1947. He was appointed Branch Manager in 1951. 

Member: Chamber of Commerce; Builders Exchange; Earl 


Grey Golf Club. 
Opened in 1920 


VANCOUVER 


860 Beach Avenue 


J. A. MacRAE, Manager Vancouver Branch, joined the 

Company in 1950, in capacity of city een in 

Edmonton. He was made Manager of Edmonton Branch in 

1951, prior to receiving his present appointment in 1952. 
He served overseas (1942-1945) with the Royal Canadian 
Artillery. 











ROM the time the neolithic man 

peered from his rocky cave, until he 
erected a home with his own hands 
... whether he has lived in a thatched 
cottage or in kingly elegance . . . he 
has souglit protection in the roof over 
his head. In the many and _ varied 
materials he has used throughout the 
ages, he has looked for both strength 
and permanence. These qualities were 
to find ultimate expression in metal 
roofing. 

George H. Pedlar is widely recog- 
nized as “‘the father of metal roofing.” 
While working with his father at a 
tinsmith’s bench during the ’60’s, the 
idea of metal shingles was born. The 
first shingles were entirely hand-made. 
But the advent of “iron roofing”? 
opened up a new era and the new 
“*Pedlar’’ shingles became widely 
popular. 

The introduction of the stamping 
machine led to the production of 
shingles bearing an ornamental design, 
which were used extensively for homes 
as well as business establishments. 
Later, Pedlar turned out metal sheets 
in Imitation cut-stone, brick and clap- 


METAL ROOFING 





board; when painted, they were not 
reaclily distinguishable from real stone, 
brick or wood. 

The ‘Pedlar’ was followed by, the 
“Oshawa” shingle; it had a patented 
locking device which provided a roof 
that was practically a single sheet of 
steel; grounded at the corners, it made 
a barn lightning-proof. The famous 
“George” shingle, invented by, and 
named after the son of George H. 
Pedlar, was an improvement over the 
“Oshawa” design, being particularly 
suitable for large buildings. A hundred 
years of service was claimed for this 
shingle which enjoyed the greatest 
popularity until it was superseded by 
conventional roofing as it is today. 

The adoption of long sheet Rib 
Roofing occurred shortly after World 
War I. Over the years, Pedlar has 
manufactured various types of ribbed 
roofing, each becoming a leader until 
displaced by an improved Pedlar prod- 
uct. Now being marketed is Pedlar’s 
‘Rainbow Rib Roofing’, introduced 
following World War II; its name 
inspired by the fact that “the storm 
has passed.” 
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FOR STRENGTH 


LASTERING 1s among the most 

ancient of handicrafts, earliest 
evidence showing that the dwellings 
of primitive man were erected in 
simple fashion with sticks plastered 
with mud. Through the ages a 
more sightly material was employed; 
and a perfection in the compound- 
ing of plastering materials was ap- 
proached in a remote period of long 
ago. The pyramids of Egypt conta 
plaster-work more than 4,000 years old 
which is still hard and durable. 

From this early custom of applying 
plaster to bare interior stone walls, to the 
adoption of wood lath as reinforcement for 
the plastered interiors of brick and frame 
buildings—man has turned to metal. 

Pedlar introduced metal lath to Canada 
in 1893, which was so designed as to form 
a double “key” to the mortar. It was to 
supersede wood lath because of its fireproof 
and lasting quality. Plaster could be applied 
with greater ease and given a permanent 
bond. There are buildings still standing, 
with walls smooth and unmarred, that were 
reinforced with this first-lath more than 
sixty years ago. 

At the turn of the century, Pedlar was 
producing the first expanded metal lath 
which, in its present form, is made in 
various types, giving it wide application in 
the engineering as well as the construc- 
tion field. 
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oN two World Wars, Canadian 
troops marched and fought over 
ancient Roman roads, counted among 
the wonders of the world; and whose 
solidity of construction has never been 
excelled. The Caesars saw the need for 
permanent lines of communication to 
unify their mighty empire; so even to 
the Province of Britain extended these 
arteries of Roman life and civilizations 
which provided means of defence, of 
commerce and of control. 

With Rome’s decline, road con- 
struction fell into decay. Through the 
Dark Ages, it was practically non- 
existant. Until the close of the 17th 
century, English roads were incredibly 
bad, with no notable improvement until 
Telford and McAdam brought scientific 
principles and regular system to their 
construction and repair. Both insisted 
on thorough drainage and on the use of 
carefully prepared materials: 






wan) c 


In the colonies and on the frontiers 
of Empire, roads either temporary or 
permanent had to be laid out, using 
such materials as happened to be at 
hand. For drainage, culverts of some 
sort were essential. During the last 
decade of the 18th century, a number 
of materials were used for the purpose. 
One of these was a wooden box or 
small bridge, which was common 
practice in earlier days when timber 
was cheap and plentiful. 

Where permanence was of primary 
consideration, cast iron water pipe 
became established as good material. 
For cheaper construction, there was 
vitrified tile. Stone masonry, either in 
the form of arches or small boxes, was 
still popular. All of these had their 
limitations. Difficulties of handling 
and transporting the more durable 
materials continued to remain a 
problem. 


* 


Then came a new type of culvert 
that seemed to offer new possibilities 
and advantages. The idea was born in a 
small Indiana town when the town 
engineer was idly watching the drug- 
gist unwrap corrugated cardboard con- 
tainers from around his bottles. In 
1896, the corrugated metal culvert was 
patented. 

During the first few years, they were 
made of black iron with a steel filling in 
the centre of the sheet. Then steel 
was used throughout, which not only 
provided a better culvert but reduced 
the cost considerably. Firms were 
licensed to make the new corrugated 
pipe and construction began in earnest. 
Today, Pedlar manufactures five types 
of metal culverts, each designed to 
meet a specific drainage problem. 


(Below) The first metal culvert produced by 
Pedlar was installed at Allin’s Bridge in 
Darlington Township, Ontario, in April, 1909. 
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ERKIN, " 

49 MacInaLiy, ORVILLE . 

46 PENNINGTON, A. THORNLEE 
“46 Ketty, Herman . 

15 Hawrery, FRANK 
) EIKIE, WALTER R. 
' Brown, RicHarp., 
40 | 
35) «CY Tk 
35 A W 
35 WEs cE, JOHN 
35 Fro.ick, ANDREW 
34 Morpuy A UBREY 
34 Lynp, WILLA 
34 Scott, JAME 
33 Coucnun, M: 
33 Pym, C. ArTHt 
33. Brownson, PH 
33° Mann, Haro. 
33 SMITH, 
32 Ramsay, WILLIAM 
32 GeorGE, Jac! 
32 Brapsury, Mr 
32 McCann, Da 
32 Hancock, HE 
32 Knox, JoHN JR 
32 Meapows, Harvey 
31 Wesser, ROGER 
30 Dowson, CLIFFORD 
28 Peprar, GEoRGER. . 
28 McE roy, Harry A.. 
28 DevERELL, Watter D. 
28 McCormick, HEersert 
27 Rocers, Orro 
27 Lucyx, ALEX 
27 Hoop, Corrican 
27 Cook, STANLEY. . 
26 McCanptess, E. L. 
25 KELLINGTON, JOHN T. 
25 MircHeit, Miss May . 
25 LancevIin, G. L. 
25 SHANE, RUSSELL . 
25 Mock, RAYMOND 
25 Starr, MICHAEL 
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MEN OF Otte 


Back of the beating hammer 
By which the steel is wrought, 
Back of the workshop's clamour 
The seeker may find the Thought; 
The Thought that is ever master 
Of iron and torch and steel, 
That rises above the impossible 
And tramples it under heel! 


Back of the mofors humming, 

Back of the belts that sing, 
Back of the hammers drumming, 

Back of the cranes that swing; 
There's the eye that scans them, 

The Mind that drives things through; 
Back of the Job the Dreamer 

Who's making the dream come frue! 
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